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As we turn the pages of another
enriching issue of ING Newsline, we
are reminded of the vibrant tapestry of
Salesian life that continues to unfold
across the Northeast. This September
edition captures the essence of our
mission through diverse stories that
reflect both our rich heritage and our
dynamic present.

Our Provincial’s message opens this
issue with a timely reflection on digital
discipleship, drawing inspiration from
the recently canonised St Carlo Acutis
and connecting it to our founder’s
pioneering spirit in the publishing
ministry. As we navigate an increasingly
digital world, this message encourages
us to view technology not as a distraction
from our mission but as a powerful tool
for evangelisation and youth outreach.

In our Parish Section, Fr Damian
Basumatary highlights the missionary
work at Catholic Mission, Bengtol,
illustrating how parish ministry continues
to be a central aspect of our Salesian
presence.

Our educational mission takes centre
stage with articles on Don Bosco School,
Tura, by Fr Pradeep Ekka highlighting
how Salesian education continues to
transform lives even in the most remote
corners of our region. Education remains
one of our most powerful tools for social
change and youth development.

The human side of our Salesian family
comes alive through Fr Francis

Cheeramben’s stories in “All in the
Family.” These heartfelt memories offer
personal portraits of two extraordinary
Salesian Brothers whose quiet dedication
and selfless service made a lasting
impact on the communities they served.
Through vivid stories—from Br Aloysius
Serioli’'s resourceful management of
Cathedral Parish House to Br Joseph
Pakma’s transformative work with altar
boys—these accounts highlight the
often-unsung heroes whose humble
efforts touched many lives across
Northeast India. Such personal stories
remind us that behind every institutional
achievement lie the human bonds that
support us and serve as the invisible
threads connecting our provincial family
into a unified whole.

We pay tribute to Bishop Marengo’s
enduring legacy, whose pioneering work
in the Northeast continues to inspire our
missionary efforts. His vision and
dedication laid the foundation upon
which we still build, reminding us that
each generation of Salesians stands on
the shoulders of those who came before.
In this issue, Fr Charles Deepen Lakra
shares the early life and the formation
years of this saintly Bishop.

We pause to remember Fr Thomas
Chenginiyaden by sharing his article on
the delicate balance between missionary
zeal and responsible stewardship of
resources. His life and ministry truly
exemplified what he expressed in his
writing. May his example continue to




guide us in understanding the proper use
of money in mission settings.

The articles on spiritual retreats, summer
youth ministry camps, and catechetical
ministry showcase the diverse aspects of
our apostolic work. Each provides a
different way we engage with young lives
and support faith communities. The
spiritual renewal from retreats energises
our entire provincial community. At the
same time, our youth camps and
catechetical programmes actively realise
Don Bosco's vision of guiding young
people on their journey of faith and
development. Fr Lukose Cheruvalel, Fr
Bromio Marak, and Fr Amit Chama Lakra
have written on these themes.

Finally, the Mini Boscoree and Scout
Masters’ Training Camp at Don Bosco
School, Barpeta Road, demonstrates our
commitment to holistic youth
development through innovative
programmes that combine adventure,
education, and character building. Fr
Bivan Rodrigues Mukhim writes about
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the camps and their impact on the overall
youth ministry in the province.

Together, these articles portray a
province that honours its history while
confidently embracing the future. They
emphasise a community that remains
true to Don Bosco’s charism while
innovatively adapting to modern
challenges and opportunities.

As you explore these pages, may you find
inspiration in our confreres' dedication,
encouragement in our shared mission,
and renewed commitment to the young
people we serve. Each story reminds us
that we are part of something greater
than ourselves—a global family
dedicated to educating and evangelising
youth.

| thank you for your ongoing support of
ING Newsline and your active
involvement in the Salesian mission
within the province.

Fr Joy Kachappilly
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My Dear Confreres,

Greetings from Provincial House,
Guwabhati!

The canonisation of Blessed Carlo Acutis
and Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati on 7
September 2025 provides us with a
pioneering blueprint for 21st-century
Salesian ministry. These young saints did
not shy away from their generation's
challenges—they transformed them into
opportunities for evangelisation, offering
genuine models for discipleship.

Carlo's declaration, “To always be united to
Jesus: This is my life plan,” was not just
spiritual rhetoric—it was a digital
manifesto. At fifteen, he established the
International Exhibition of Eucharistic
Miracles, now available in seventeen
languages worldwide. His “kit for
becoming a saint”—daily Mass,
Communion, Rosary, Bible reading,
Adoration, and Confession—drove his
digital apostolate. Carlo demonstrated that
screens can become windows to the sacred
when held by hands raised in prayer and
folded in adoration.

Pier Giorgio's Tipi Loschi (his “shady
characters” group—ironically named for
their virtue) pioneered peer evangelisation
through friendship, adventure, and service.
His motto, Verso L'Alto, was not about
escaping earthly concerns but about

Message from the Provincial

elevating them through divine love. From
giving away his graduation money to
sacrificing holidays for charity in the streets
of Turin, Pier Giorgio showed that holiness
is not found in withdrawal but in radical
engagement with those in need. His
formation at Collegio Don Bosco shaped
his threefold mission: Good Example,
Charity, and Persuasion—perfectly
embodying Don Bosco's Preventive
System.

Both saints reflect Don Bosco's passion for
publishing and his courage to venture into
dangerous territories for souls. Just as our
founder established printing presses and
magazines, recognising the evangelistic
power of communication tools, we are
called to be pioneers in digital mission
fields. Carlo turned technology into a
means for evangelisation, curiosity, and
communion. Pier Giorgio demonstrated
that authentic evangelisation flows through
presence, solidarity, and self-gift in the
worlds of suffering and exclusion.

Our young Confreres stand at a unique
crossroads. They are digital natives who
have chosen religious life—well placed to
speak their generation's language while
conveying Christ's timeless message. Our
young people in the Northeast and beyond
are not waiting for Salesians to catch up
with technology; they are waiting for
Salesians who can show them how to turn
their devices from sources of distraction
into tools for ministry.




Let us embrace social media, websites, and
digital platforms with missionary courage.
Create content that captures imagination
and guides toward virtue. Help young
people discover that their smartphones can
become prayer books, their gaming skills
can build virtual exhibitions of faith, and
their social networks can become
communities of service. Remember Carlo's
wisdom: “Our aim must be infinite, not
finite.”

Like Don Bosco in industrial Turin's
dangerous streets, trust that Mary Help of
Christians guides our digital

evangelisation. Whether through printed
words, digital platforms, or genuine
friendships, our aim remains unchanged:
guiding young people to Jesus. Both Carlo
and Pier Giorgio prove that holiness isnot
nostalgic—it is vibrantly contemporary.
Let us rise above digital passivity and
become witnesses of hope in both virtual
and tangible worlds.

With prayers and best wishes,

<. huj

Fr Sebastian Kuricheal
Provincial

Catholic Mission — Bengtol

Fr Damian Basumatary

The Parish of Bengtol, dedicated to Bl Michael Rua, was officially inaugurated on 24 June
1966 under Fr Joseph Zubizarreta as its first Parish priest. It developed from earlier
Catholic missionary work among the Bodos that began in 1928 and grew into a thriving
mission serving multiple ethnic communities, including Bodos, Adivasis, Santals, Garos,
and Rabhas. Despite establishing 22 new parishes from 1973 to 2024, Bengtol continues
to expand, with 7,400 parishioners across 51 villages as of 2025. It is supported by a
comprehensive educational and pastoral infrastructure, including Don Bosco schools,

Missionary Sisters ofMary Help of Christians, who arrived in 1976.

hostels, and collaborative efforts with various religious congregations, notably the I

The Parish of Bengtol, dedicated to Bl
Michael Rua was carved out of the Parish
of Barpeta. The new Parish was officially
inaugurated on 24 June 1966 with Fr
Joseph Zubizarreta as its first Parish
priest. Thanks to the dedicated hard
work of the priests, sisters, and lay
catechists, the Catholic community has
grown enormously in the past decades.
The Bodos are the majority group; the
Adivasis, Santals, Garos, Rabhas and
others add to the ethnic mosaic.

As early as 1909, American Baptists and
later Lutherans had established contacts
with the Bodos in the Goalpara area and
set up several Christian communities
among them. The first contact between
Catholic missionaries and the Boros
began in 1928. In that year, Fr Leo
Piasecki baptised a few Bodos in the
Udalguri area. In 1932, Fr Vincent
Scuderi baptised a few others in the
Bengtol region. In the years 1933-34, Fr
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Aloysius Ravalico and Fr Anthony Alessi
baptised some in the Mongoldoi area. In
1936, Barpeta was made a Parish, and the
evangelisation work among the Bodos
received a boost. In the following years,
Fr Orestes Marengo, Fr Theodore
Bonomi, Fr Michael De Valle, Fr Patrick
Burns, Fr Remus Morra, and Fr Thomas
Lopez, all from the Barpeta Mission,
worked zealously among the Bodos.

In 1956, Fr Joseph Zubizarreta was sent
to Barpeta with the mandate to open a
new Parish for the Bodos. Fr Zubizarreta
began to stay at Barpeta in a ‘little hut’
from 24 June 1966. That was the official
beginning of the Parish of Bengtol. With
the arrival of Fr Zubizarreta, the mission
work progressed. The hostel for the boys
was built in 1968, and in the same year,
an Assamese medium School was
started. The more spacious new School
building was completed in 1970, and in
1978, the English Medium School was
started. The Parish church was built and
blessed in January 1984. In the same year,

School Assembly

a Hospital building was completed. To
promote the higher education of youth, a
College Hostel was also constructed in
Kokrajhar. It began to functionin 1991.

In July 1967, Fr John O’Day was
appointed assistant priest at Bengtol.
The zealous work of missionaries like Fr
Mathew Kadavunkal, Fr John
Mulungothara (a diocesan priest), Fr
Peter Bianchi, Fr Kulandaisamy (a
diocesan priest), Fr Edward D’Souza, Fr
Joseph Palamthattel, Fr Chacko Kuthur
Vellattukara, Fr Ronald Joseph Venadt,
Fr Koikara Basil, Fr James
Perunneparampil, Fr Alphonse
Malngiang, Fr Jose Thiruthanathy, Fr
Sebastian Ishorary, Br Jerome Lyngdoh,
Br Benjamin Kujur, Fr Glorious
Syiemlieh, Fr Damian Basumatary, Fr
John Changsan, Fr Uttam Hubert
Molsom, Fr Sylvester Synrem, Fr
Thomas Lakra, Fr Joshy Thomas, Benny
Moshashary, Fr Cyril Sangma, Fr Lucas
C. Marak, Fr Siby John Vattapara, Fr
Jimmy T. Sangma, Fr Augustine




Don Bosco School, Bengtol

Edasserithottathil, Fr Francis
Basumatary, Fr Justin Narzary,
Cornelius Myrthong and others, made
the Mission progress rapidly.

Today, several parishes have been
carved out of the original Parish of
Bengtol. They include Soraibil (1973),
Gosaigaon (1984), Dotma (1986),
Bashbari (1989), Bongaigaon Bhowlaguri
(1994), Balamguri (1995), Garubhasha
(1996), Kokrajhar (1999), Bongaigaon
Cathedral Parish (2000), Bijni (2000),
Kwilamwila (2001), North Salmara
(2001), Kathalguri (2002), Gauripur
(2003), Chapar (2003), Magurmari (2005),
Kachugaon (2005), Dadgari (2010),
Panbari (2013), Tungkubari (2016),
Balagaon (2021) and Khungring-
Doimuguri (2024). Despite all these
divisions, the Parish continues to grow in
both numbers and vitality. According to
2025 statistics, there are 51 villages with
Catholic communities in the Bengtol
parish. The Catholic community
comprises 1,560 families with 7,400
parishioners. The number of vocations to
religious life and the priesthood from the
Parish of Bengtol is a remarkable feat.

Don Bosco School at the centre was :
upgraded into a higher secondary
School in 2013. When Fr Siby John was

the principal, a band was introduced in
the school, which excelled both at the
state and national level events like the
Republic Day parade. The following
served the School as headmasters and
principals: Mr Albis Moshahary, Sr
Elizabeth Francis MSMHC, Sr Rose
Joseph MSMHC, Sr Jane Francis
MSMHC, Fr James Perunneparampil, Br
Benjamin Kujur, Fr Alphonse
Malngiang, Fr Joshy Thomas, Fr Benny
Moshahary, Fr John Changsan, Fr
Glorious Syiemlieh, Fr Sylvester
Synrem, Fr Siby John Vattapara and Fr
Justin Narzary. Currently, Fr Jimmy
Sangma is the principal of the school.
Twenty-three teachers serve the school.
The School currently has 714 students.
There are 342 boys and 372 girls studying
in the school.

In 2013, renovation work on the High
school, boys” hostel, and Salesian
residence was initiated. In the same year,
the High School was upgraded to a
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Higher Secondary level, offering
humanities. In 2017, the primary section
of the School building was renovated.

The Salesian community at Bengtol was
canonically recognised in 1992. The
present community (September 2025)
consists of Fr Damian Basumatary
(Rector and Parish Priest), Fr Jimmy T.
Sangma (Principal), and Fr Birendra
Dungdung (Assistant Parish Priest and
Vice Principal)

Don Bosco High School, Malivita, was
established in January 2008 as a sub-
centre of the Parish by Fr Thomas Lakra.
On 27 April 2014, the Sisters of St Ann,
Luzern, came to collaborate with the
Salesians at Malivita. They look after the
School and run hostels for boys and girls.
The Salesian province of Guwahati
constructed a church at this sub-centre,
which was blessed on 6 December 2015.
The current student strength in the
School is 450, with separate hostels for
boys and girls.

The Sisters of the Good Shepherd help in

the running of another village School in
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Ouguri. The Sisters also run a hostel. At
present, the student strength is 252. The
School has reached up to class 8 and is a
proceeding school. The last feeder
School of the Parish was opened at
Balajhar Gomat. It has now reached class
five.

The Missionary Sisters of Mary Help of
Christians (MSMHC) arrived in the
Parish on 4 June 1976. The sisters
conducted the English-medium School
from 1978 until 1991, when Fr James
Perunneparampil was appointed its first
Salesian headmaster. The Sisters
conduct the boarding for the girls; they
serve in the School, manage the
dispensary and do evangelisation and
catechesis work in the villages.

The growth of the Catholic Church in the
region owes much to the dedicated hard
work of lay catechists, both men and
women. The Parish Council and the Lay
Associations, such as the Evangelisation
Commission, Catholic Youth

o

Bengtol Parish Church ;
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Association and the Mohila Committee,
collaborate actively in Church activities.
As the Parish is preparing to celebrate
the diamond jubilee of its establishment
in 2026, the Salesians and Sisters
working there under the leadership of Fr

Damian Basumatary, with the help of the
Evangelisation Commission, are making
every effort to enhance the quantity and
quality of Catholic presence in the
Parish.

Don Bosco School - Tura

Y - Pradeep Ekka

Don Bosco School, Tura, was founded in 1956 by Fr Anthony Buccieri in the East Garo Hills
district of Meghalaya. It has developed into a leading educational institution under the
guidance of successive Salesian Headmasters and Principals, currently educating 2,300
students with 80 teachers. The School features extensive facilities, including a boys’hostel,
youth centre, and book centre. Beyond traditional academics, it has become a regional
sports hub with various academies in basketball, football, taeckwondo, karate, shooting,
and music, while continuing the Salesian mission of holistic youth development through
education, skills training, and values formation in the Garo Hills region.

Don Bosco School, situated in the centre
of Tura, the District Headquarters of the
East Garo Hills districtin Meghalaya, has
developed into a prominent educational
institution in the region. The School
started modestly in 1956. Fr Anthony
Buccieri, a renowned missionary in the
Garo Hills, established the school.

The dedicated hard work of successive
Headmasters and Principals—Fr
Anthony Buccieri (1956-1965), Fr George
Stadler (1965-1968), Fr D. ]J. Wollaston
(1968-1968), Fr Jim Burns (1969-1971), Fr
Joseph Edakkudan (1971-1975), Fr
Joseph Parippil (1975-1984), Fr Thomas
Chenginiyaden (1984-1990), Fr George
Plathottam (1990-1994), Fr Charles
Sangma (1994-2008), Fr Januarius
Sangma (2008-2015), Fr Albert
Thyrniang (2015-2018), and Fr Threnius
Sangma (2019-present) —has helped the

School become a premier educational
institution in Tura.

The Salesian presence was officially
recognised as a canonical community in
1969. Many of the Headmasters or
Principals also served as rectors. Other
Rectors who were not headmasters or
principals include Fr Victor
Ampanattuvilla, Fr Joseph
Puthenkalam, Fr Joseph
Puthenpurackal, Fr Sebastian
Kunnathukuzhy, Fr George Maliekal,
and Fr Sebastian Palatty.

Other Salesians who worked at the
School include Fr Thomas
Thekkekandam, Fr Thomas
Manooramparambil, Fr Jacob Thotekat,
Fr Anthony Vazhappillil, Fr Benedict
Kharlyndoh, Fr Anthony Marak, Fr
Rajesh Ekka, Fr Jose Mariadas
Kallanickal, Fr Punit Kumar Lakra,
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Fr Ranjit Kulkant Xalxo, Fr Charles
Deepen Lakra, Fr Ignatius Sangma, and
Br Nirmal Ekka.

To extend educational opportunities to
the marginalised children, the Salesian
community established the Don Bosco
Evening School in 1988, marking the
centenary of Don Bosco’s death. Fr
Thomas Chenginiyaden, the then rector
and headmaster, initiated the Night
School and oversaw the expansion of the
School building. Fr Charles Sangma,
during his tenure, led efforts to construct
a stadium and undertake various other
development projects on the School
campus. Besides academics, the School
also excels in sports and games, with
well-organised scouts, guides, and NCC
troops. Fr Januarius Sangma, during his
term as rector and principal, built an
additional block to upgrade the School to
ahigher secondary level.

Don Bosco Boys” Home, the boarding
house, was established in 1980 to provide
educational opportunities for boys from
distant villages and other parishes in the
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region. It offers accommodation, study
facilities, spiritual guidance, and a
family-like atmosphere for the boys.
Currently, there are 55 hostel students.

In the past several years, various
developmental projects have been
undertaken to enhance the school's
infrastructure. A centenary block was
constructed with toilet facilities for
higher secondary students, a reading
room cum library, nursery classrooms,
computer labs, and more. The children’s
park was renovated. A refectory was
built to serve midday meals to students.
Staff rooms and offices were also
refurbished. The roofing of the galleries
at the football field is nearing
completion. Similarly, in the residential
building, the boys’ refectory, chapel,
guest rooms, parlour, staircase, toilets
for hostel children, and the entrance of
the residence have been renovated to
provide improved facilities.

Currently, the School has 2,300 students,
including 1,400 boys and 900 girls. There
are 80 teachers and 40 support staff to

help the puplls




In accordance with the directives of the

Salesian Provincials Conference of South
Asia (SPCSA), the School has introduced
a sports academy, and its campus has
become a centre for sports activities in
the Garo Hills, fostering young talents
through academies and tournaments.
The School organises the Annual All
Garo Hills Basketball Tournament (with
participants from schools, clubs, and
district basketball associations) and the
Buccieri Memorial Basketball
Tournament, Tura (inter-school, clubs,
academies, and associations) regularly.
A football academy has also been
established in partnership with Top
Corner and Leisure. Additionally, “Baby
League” football is in planning. In
martial arts, the Don Bosco Taekwondo
Academy, recognised by the West Garo
Hills District Taekwondo Association,
performs excellently. The School also
hosts a karate academy. A shooting
academy, under the auspices of the
District Police, West Garo Hills, Tura, is
operational within the school.
Furthermore, the School has a music
academy dedicated to nurturing young
musical talents.

Don Bosco Book Centre is an additional
service offered by the community. It
supplies educational, religious, and
moral literature, audio-visual materials,
and religious articles.

Don Bosco Youth Centre, connected to
the community, offers a range of services
forlocal youth. Over the years, the Youth
Centre has undertaken various
initiatives under the leadership of
directors such as Fr Thomas
Manooramparambil, Fr Anthony
Vazhappillil, Fr Anthony Marak, and Fr
Ignatius Sangma. Currently, Fr Ravi
Prabhat Ekka is the centre’s director.
The centre provides computer education
and coaching classes, organises outdoor
tournaments, and offers library facilities
for graduate and postgraduate students.
It also promotes skill development,
training, and youth outreach
programmes.

As of September 2025, Fr Threnius N
Sangma serves as the Rector and
Principal, Fr Ravi Prabhat Ekka is the
Vice-Rector and Vice-Principal, and Br
Firstjoy Felix Sutong holds the positions
of Administrator and Warden.

Don Bosco Higher Secondary School,
Tura, along with the Don Bosco Boys’
Home and Youth Centre, continues the
Salesian mission of St John Bosco by
empowering youth through education,
sports, skills training, and values
formation. The institution stands as a
beacon of faith, discipline, and service,
shaping generations of leaders for the
Garo Hillsand beyond.
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All in the Family

Brother Aloysius (Luigi) Serioli
Cathedral Parish House at Shillong

When | met Br Serioli, he was at the
Cathedral Parish House in Laitumkrah,
Shillong. At that time, he was what was
called a ‘FACTOTUM,’ loosely translated
into English as ‘a jack of all trades.’

In the Cathedral Parish House in
Shillong, there was the Parish Priest, two
Assistant Parish Priests, and Br Serioli.
The priests were busy with the spiritual
and sacramental life of the parish. Br
Serioli’s task was to manage the material
matters of the parish house; he had to
oversee the supply of provisions and the
operation of the kitchen. His mode of
transportation was a scooter, an old
Italian-made vehicle. He made countless
trips to the market to buy supplies. He
needed to ensure the timely preparation
of meals for the Confreres, maintain the
upkeep of the house, and care for the
Cathedral Church. He made sure that
Confreres received hot, nutritious meals
on time. During those days, evening
prayer and spiritual reading took place
around 3.00 pm. Afterwards, priests
were free to visit families. During the day,
people were busy with their work, so the
best time to visit families was in the
evening. It was natural for Confreres to
arrive late for the evening meal. Br Serioli
devised a kind of hot box to keep the food
warm. It wasn't the fancy hot cases we
see nowadays; still, that simple device
was quite effective at maintaining the
warmth of the food.

Anecdotes from Fr Francis Cheeramben

- A g

Br Aloysius Serioli *

Hostel for College Students

Br Serioli used to accommodate ten to
fifteen college boys in the parish
premises. When Fr Ignatius Rubio built
the new Cathedral Parish House, he also
included rooms for hostel boys. The boys
shared rooms, with two or three boys in
each. Downstairs, there was a common
kitchen where the boys could cook their
meals. The boys had to bring provisions
and rice from their homes. On Sundays,
Brother would provide meat for lunch,
either beef or pork. The hostel fees were
fifty rupees per month for those who
could pay. For the poorer boys, Br Serioli
would find generous souls to sponsor
their boarding fees. No boy was refused
admission because he was poor. Brother
would follow up on their studies. Lazy
boys had no place in his hostel.

Wine Maker

In those days, mass wine was available
from the Cathedral Parish House in
Shillong. Br Serioli used to buy resin in
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Br Serioli with Fr Thomas Lopez

bulk and make wine. Sometimes,
Catholic Relief Services (CRS) would
provide resin. Br Serioli’'s wine was of
excellent quality. Some of his hostel boys
helped him make the wine. He used to
charge ten rupees per bottle. At that time,
we considered that very expensive. His
second wine was also available for sale at
the Don Bosco Hostel for Rs 3/- per bottle
for feast day meals.

Livestock

Br Serioli used to keep pigs and country
chickens. The leftovers from the boys’
kitchen and the Confreres’ kitchen would
go to feed the pigs. He used to buy rice
bran to supplement the pigs’ feed. The
profit from all these would go to the
upkeep of the boys’ hostel.

The priests at the parish house did not
worry about running the parish house. Br
Serioli used to see to every detail. He was
a silent and hard worker. Through his
humble hostel, he raised many eminent
leaders for society and for the Church.
His contribution to the parish church at
Laitumkrah was significant.

In his old age, we find him in the Salesian
Novitiate at Sunnyside. By that time, he
was suffering from dementia. The
Confreres and the novices at Sunnyside
looked after him lovingly. May this
humble, hardworking Salesian Brother
intercede for us from heaven!

Br Joseph Pakma

The first Salesian Community at Umran,
Meghalaya, was established in
September 1976. The pioneering
members included Fr Felix Bolini, the
Superior, Br Joseph Pakma, and me, Fr
Francis Cheeramben. Br Joseph Pakma
came to Umran from Punsolin, Bhutan.
What | admired about Br Joseph Pakma
was his willingness to do any work and
adapt to the challenging circumstances
in Umran. We had no electricity and
relied on kerosene oil lamps. There was
no piped water supply; we had to fetch
water from the well. In those days, our
driver also served as our cook. When Fr
Bolini went to Shillong with the driver
and vehicle, we had to cook with limited
knowledge. Br Joseph did not complain
but willingly stepped into the kitchen to
prepare simple meals. Gradually, the
situation improved. After a year, we had
an electric line installed at our house.
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Br Joseph Pakma

Water was pumped to our residence. We
also had a permanent cook and a few
boys in the hostel.

When our living standards improved, Br
Joseph Pakma was transferred to Savio
Juniorate. Savio Juniorate had a tradition
of having a Salesian Brother to manage
the small tailoring department they had.
For some time, there was no brother
available to oversee that department. Br
Joseph was sent to fill that void. What
surprised everyone was that the Brother
was not only a skilled tailor but also an
excellent assistant who was willing to
help boys wherever needed. He was a
mentor and guide to all the boys,
especially those experiencing difficulties
in their lives and in need of a sympathetic
and supportive guide. Troublesome boys
showed significant improvement under
his guidance.

Some years later, he was transferred to
Mawlai parish. Here, his real aptitude
manifested. He began an ‘Altar Boys
Sodality.” He encouraged teenage boys to
join this sodality. He taught them to serve
Mass. He took Catechism classes for

them. Br Joseph was an excellent tailor
who had been trained in ltaly. He
stitched beautiful cassocks and surplices
for them to serve Mass. It was a
wonderful sight to see young boys
serving Mass like little angels. The then
Parish Priest, Fr Gervasis
Kozhuppathadam, encouraged Br
Joseph in his apostolate and generously
financed all his expenses. From among
that group of boys, several of them
became priests. That was a great credit
for this humble and zealous Salesian
Brother. Once | asked him, ‘Brother, so
many of your boys became Salesian
priests, why did you not encourage one or
two to become Salesian Brothers?” His
answer startled me, ‘| will not encourage
anyone to become a Salesian Brother,
because it is a very difficult and
unappreciated life!’

May Br Joseph Pakma pray for us from
heaven! May some generous and brave
youngsters become Salesian Brothers, to
follow in the footsteps of Br Joseph
Pakmal!

In a lighter vein, [

Young Missionary: Fr
Provincial, I want to ask
you for a favour.

Fr Pianazzi: Yes, my
son, what can I do for
you?

Young Missionary: Fr
Provincial, when I go on

J

a mission tour, can I
wear civil clothes?

Fr Pianazzi: No, my son, we must always
wear a cassock.

Fr Archimedes Pianazzi




Young Missionary: But Father, I heard that when you were in Garo Hills, you used to go
around in short trousers and T-shirts.

Fr Pianazzi: Yes, I was not a fool like you to ask permission from superiors for such a
small matter.

Bishop Stephen Ferrando was touring the villages in the Garo
Hills. He was dressed in a cassock. His porter, who carried his
belongings, was dressed only in an Indian tie. They had to
cross a river, and the water was very deep. When he crossed,
his pants and the lower part of his cassock up to the waist were
wet. He had to wait patiently until he reached the next parish
house. The porter, when he crossed, took out his tie, rinsed it
thoroughly, put it back on, and continued. Bishop exclaimed,
“Poor me,  have too many clothes on!”

Servant of God Bishop Orestes Marengo:

Early Life and Formation (1906-1932)

Fr Charles Deepen Lakra

As the Salesian province of Guwahati has appointed Rev. Fr Joseph Almeida, former
Provincial, to expedite the process of progressing towards declaring the Servant of God
Bishop Orestes Marengo as Venerable, the ING Newsline will present a series on the life
and ministry of this great missionary to our land in upcoming issues, so that we can
appreciate and emulate the example he has left us. In this issue, we will explore the early
life and the Salesian formation of Bishop Marengo.

Family Background and Childhood (1906-1919)

Orestes Marengo was born on 29 August 1906, in Le
Cecche, near Diano d”Alba in the Cuneo province of
Piedmont, Northern Italy. He was baptised on the
same day in the parish Church of St John the Baptist in
Diano d’Alba. Coming from an agrarian family that
worked in vineyards, Marengo learned the spirit of
hard work from his parents. His father, Lorenzo
Marengo (1860-1943), was described as “generous,
good, sincere with all as well as with the Lord to whom
he made a gift of three of his children.” His mother,
Agostina Montaldo (1872-1953), was characterised as a
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Bishop Marengo among Confreres

woman of sacrifice and devotion, for
whom “suffering, detachment and
sacrifice were her daily bread.”

The Parish of Diano d’Alba played a
central role in young Marengo’s
formation. The town had approximately
3,200 inhabitants during his youth. He
received his Sacrament of Confirmation
from Bishop Joseph Francis Re of Alba on
27 October 1913. The parish priest, Mgr
Joseph Falletti, was a learned and holy
man who greatly influenced Marengo’s
spiritual development. Falletti was a
great admirer of Don Bosco and had
dedicated one of the six little chapels in
the Parish church to him. Young
Marengo was deeply impressed by the
priest’s zeal and dedication, actively
participating in all church activities,
including serving as an altar boy.

Early Education with the Salesian
Sisters (1914-1919)

Marengo received his elementary
education at the Institute of the Salesian
Sisters in Diano d’Alba. Despite the daily

Bishop Marengo among people

12-kilometre journey to and from school,
he proved to be an above-average
student. The school community was
blessed with visits from Salesian
pioneers, including Michael Rua (Don
Bosco’s first successor) and Cardinal
John Cagliero, who had led the first
missionary expedition to Patagonia in
1875.

The most significant influence during
this period was Sr Caterina Zannone,
who had served as a missionary in
Patagonia for 18 years before returning
to teach at Diano d’Alba. She
occasionally entertained students with
stories of her missionary experiences.
Marengo later wrote, “My Salesian
vocation is to a great extent due to her.”
The Salesian Sisters” apostolate created
tremendous growth in vocations to
priestly and religious life in the region.

Discovery of Vocation and Journey to
Valdocco (1919-1923)

Marengo had known about Don Bosco
and the Salesians from childhood, partly
because his mother had attended Don
Bosco’s funeral in 1888 during her
schooling in Turin. Despite his desire to
join the Salesian school at Valdocco,
financial constraints posed a significant






