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Greetings from Valdocco, Turin!  

 
As we begin this significant period in the life of our Congregation with the 
commencement of the 29th General Chapter in Turin, I write to share with 
you the profound inspiration and challenging call that emerges from the 
opening address of Fr Stefano Martoglio, Vicar of the Rector Major. 

The theme guiding our reflection and renewal is beautiful and demanding: 
“Passionate about Jesus Christ, dedicated to young people.” This theme 
calls us to faithfully and prophetically live our Salesian vocation, 
particularly in our context in Northeast India. 
 

THE HEART OF OUR IDENTITY 

Fr Stefano reminded us of Don Bosco’s words at the first General Chapter: 
“Our Divine Saviour tells us in the Gospel that where two or three are 
gathered in His name, He will be there among them. Our sessions have no 
other purpose than God’s greater glory and the salvation of souls.” These 
words resonate deeply with us today as we serve in various presences in our 

region. 

The centrality and primacy of God must be evident in all our works. From 
this foundation, we, together with the members of the Salesian family, the 
laity, and the young people themselves, draw our energy and motivation for 
dedication to the mission among the young. This is particularly relevant in 
our Province, where we work alongside members of the Salesian Family, 

many dedicated lay collaborators, Past Pupils and young leaders in our 
schools, parishes, and youth centres. 
 

THREE CORE AREAS FOR OUR RENEWAL 

The General Chapter presents three core areas that demand our attention 

and response. The first concern is the animation and care of the true life of 
each Salesian. We are called to be consecrated to Jesus, to fix our gaze on 
him, safeguarding this relationship in our daily lives. This spiritual 
foundation becomes particularly crucial in our context, where we are called 
to be signs of hope among youth who are economically disadvantaged. Our 

Salesian vocation must be lived in openness and remain responsive to the 
needs of the poor, making us more human and attentive to everyone we 
serve. 

The second core area is build on the reflections of GC28, focusing on how 
Salesians, the Salesian Family, and lay people work together ‘with’ and ‘for’ 
young people. While being faithful to the charism of Don Bosco, we must 

develop new models of presence and fresh expressions of the Salesian 
charism, particularly as we navigate the challenges of our times. The 
developments in communication technology, digital culture, Artificial 
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Intelligence demand of us creative ways of expressing this beautiful charism 
for the total well-being of the young. We are also called to commit ourselves 
to an integral ecology in our pastoral and educational settings. 

The third area calls for a courageous review of the Congregation’s 
governance at all levels. This invites us to evaluate whether our current 
structures adequately serve our mission and calls for concrete action and 
forward-looking reflections. In our Province, this means examining how we 
can better organise our resources and structures to serve the young 
effectively, ensuring that our institutional frameworks truly support our 

mission rather than hinder it. 
 

THE CHALLENGE BEFORE US 

Dear confreres, as Fr Stefano reminded us, many positive aspects exist in 
our communities and works. However, this cannot serve as a ‘consolation’ 

when we hear the cry of the world, especially in our own specific contexts 
where young people face numerous challenges- unemployment, addiction, 
loss of cultural identity, and various forms of poverty. 

The words of the Gospel, “Jesus called those he wanted to be with him and 
sent them out to preach” (Mk 3:14-15), remind us that we are chosen and 
sent. Our communities in the Province, though made up of ordinary people 

with strengths and weaknesses, are called to be prophetic signs in our 
region. Several voices in the Congregation, including many from 
our Province, ask us to address the reality of consecrated life and our way of 
living in the Lord with and for young people. There is a clear desire for 
greater authenticity in our mission. 
 

LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

As we face these challenges, we are not alone. Our Mother, Mary Help of 
Christians, continues to guide us, just as she guided Don Bosco. The 
Chapter members are meeting in Turin, the very place of Don Bosco’s 

Oratory, his field of action, where every brick breath with the presence of his 
beloved Madonna. As our own Province is dedicated to Mary Help of 
Christians, let us turn to her intercession in all our missionary enterprises. 
Her words at Cana, “Do whatever he tells you,” become our mandate as we 
serve the young people of Northeast India. This moment calls us to envision 
boldly the future of our Salesian presence in the region, particularly as we 

face emerging challenges and opportunities. 

Looking ahead, we must focus on several key priorities. First, we must 
strengthen our digital presence and capabilities, ensuring our educational 
and pastoral approaches remain relevant to today’s youth. The rapid 
technological changes in our region demand that we adapt while 
maintaining the core of our Salesian charism. Second, we must deepen our 

commitment to ecological awareness and action, which is particularly 
relevant in our context, where environmental challenges directly affect the 
communities we serve. 

Our formation programme, both initial and ongoing, needs to be re-imagined 
to prepare Salesians who can respond effectively to these and many 
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emerging contemporary challenges. They  include developing expertise in 
new areas such as digital ministry, ecological education, and mental health 
support for young people. Additionally, we must explore innovative ways to 

make our institutions more financially sustainable while ensuring they 
remain accessible to the poorest youth. 

I encourage each community to be proactive in this journey of renewal. Take 
time to study and reflect on the GC29 documents as they emerge. Evaluate 
your local structures and practices in light of the three core areas. 
Strengthen your collaboration with the Salesian Family and lay partners. 

Above all, focus on authentic spiritual renewal and community life, for these 
are the foundations of all our future endeavours. 

Let us draw inspiration from Don Bosco’s words to Fr Giulio Barberis: “You 
will complete the work that I begin; I shall sketch it, you will colour it... I am 
now sketching a rough copy of the Congregation. I shall leave it to 
those coming after me to perfect it.” This prophetic statement takes on new 

meaning in our current context. As we carry forward this legacy in 
our Province, we are called to be faithful to our tradition and be creative in 
responding to new challenges. May we remain steadfast in our commitment 
to the Lord and never disappoint the young people entrusted to our care, 
especially those most in need in our region! May the General Chapter be a 
moment of renewal and new resolve in our mission.  
 

LENT 2025 

We begin the holy season of Lent by celebrating Ash Wednesday on 5 March 
2025. Lent is a season of grace during which we can break free 
from every  form of bondage. It is a concrete, not abstract, journey that 

requires us to desire change and actively open our eyes to reality. 

During this season, we need to confront modern forms of slavery - from 
environmental degradation to social indifference. Despite humanity’s 
technological and cultural advances, we still “grope about in the darkness of 
inequality and conflict.” The “deficit of hope” that parallels the Israelites' 

nostalgia for slavery can prevent people from moving forward toward true 
freedom. 

It is a season of conversion, and we are called to struggle against internal 
and external obstacles to freedom. We must be aware of the “idols we set up 
for ourselves,” such as the desire for power, money, or dominance over 
others. These idols can be more dangerous than external oppression 

because they paralyse spiritual growth and create conflict rather than 
encounter. 

At the core of the message of Pope Francis for Lent is the parable of the rich 
man and Lazarus, which serves as a meaningful story providing insight into 
what is needed for true happiness and eternal life. The message uses this 
parable to explore the contrast between the unnamed rich man, defined only 

by his wealth and ostentatious lifestyle, and Lazarus, the poor man whose 
name signifies “God helps.” While Lazarus lies suffering at the rich man's 
gate, he remains invisible to the wealthy man whose attachment to riches 
has blinded him. 
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The message elaborates on the first key teaching that other persons are gifts 
deserving gratitude and recognition of their value. Lazarus, though poor and 
suffering, represents a summons to conversion and change. Lent is 

a favourable season for opening our hearts and doors to those in 
need and recognising in them the face of Christ. The word of God helps us 
open our eyes to welcome and love life, especially when it is weak and 
vulnerable. 

In examining the rich man’s character, the message reveals how sin blinds 
us through a progression of corruption: love of money, vanity, and pride. 

The rich man’s extravagant clothing and daily feasting display his 
ostentatious wealth and attachment to superficial appearances. Citing the 
Apostle Paul, the message warns that love of money is “the root of all 
evils,” capable of dominating us and becoming a tyrannical idol that leaves 
no room for love and hinders peace. 

The message further explores how the rich man’s moral degradation 

culminates in pride-dressing like a king and acting like a god while 
forgetting his mortality. This corruption by wealth creates blindness, where 
nothing exists beyond one's ego, rendering those suffering around us 
invisible. The Gospel emphasises the condemnation of money's hold: “You 
cannot be the slave both of God and of money.” 

A third key theme presents the Word of God as a gift that the rich man failed 

to heed. The message connects this to the Ash Wednesday liturgy, 
reminding us of our mortality with the words, “Remember that you are dust, 
and to dust you shall return.” In the afterlife, the rich man recognises 
Lazarus and asks for relief, wanting what he could have provided but never 
did. His fundamental problem was his failure to listen to God's word, which 
closed his heart to God and his neighbour. 

The ashes we receive at the beginning of Lent hold deep spiritual and 
symbolic significance in the Christian tradition, particularly as we begin the 
holy season of Lent. These ashes remind us of our mortality and finite 
nature, echoing God’s words to Adam in Genesis 3:19: “You are dust, and to 
dust you shall return.” This recognition of our mortality helps foster 

humility and reflection on life’s ultimate meaning.  In biblical times, people 
would sit in ashes and sprinkle them on their heads as a sign of repentance. 
The ashes we receive today symbolise our sorrow for sin and desire for 
renewal. This connects to the traditional words spoken while imposing 
ashes: “Repent and believe in the Gospel.” 

The cross-shaped mark made with ashes on the forehead identifies us as 

followers of Christ as we begin this penitential season. It is a visible sign of 
our commitment to interior transformation. The ashes signal the beginning 
of Lent, the forty days of prayer, fasting, and almsgiving. They remind us to 
turn away from sin and towards God - the essence of conversion. This ties to 
Jesus’ time of fasting and prayer in the desert. 

These ashes serve as both a humbling reminder of our limitations and a 

hopeful sign of transformation through God’s grace. They help us enter the 
Lenten season with the right spiritual disposition of repentance and 
renewal. 
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Let us enter this holy season with due preparation and a desire to renew our 
lives and the lives of our communities. Let us examine closely our 
roles in building community life . Despite various challenges we face every 

day, we have remained and worked together, ensuring the growth of our 
charism. Let us welcome the season of Lent as a God-given opportunity, a 
time of grace for personnel and community renewal. Let us also form our 
people in their faith through a deeper and more intense catechesis so that 
they too can discover Lent to be a time of conversion, grace and renewal. 

 

 

NEWS & EVENTS 

TRI-MONTHLY RECOLLECTION FOR CLERICS AND BROTHERS HELD 
AT DBPH 

The tri-monthly recollection for clerics and brothers in initial formation of 
our Province was held at the Provincial House, Panbazar, on February 22–
23, 2025. 

The tri-monthly recollection began with the arrival and lunch for all the 
participants. Fr. Devasia Vazhayil SDB led the first session, followed by a 
Recollection talk by Fr. James Chacko SDB from ADBU Tapesia Garden. 

The day concluded with the Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament, 
Confessions, Common Adoration, and prayers led by Bro. Aseet Minj SDB. 
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Dinner was followed by Rosary, Vesper and a Goodnight Talk by Rev. Fr. 
Alfred Marzo SDB on his 72 years of missionary life in Northeast India. 

Day two started with Lectio Divina and Holy Mass. Fr. Bivan Rodriques 

Mukhim SDB, Vice Provincial, spoke on “Challenges in Religious Life,” 
followed by Bro. Joby Mani SDB’s session on “Holistic Growth in Initial 
Formation.” The Trimonthly recollection ended with a discussion on 
“Community Life,” reinforcing fraternity. 

I am grateful to Fr. Bivan Rodriques Mukhim SDB for organizing this 
enriching and spiritually rejuvenating experience for our Brothers and 

Clerics. 
 

COMMISSIONS  HEADS MEETING HELD AT DBPH  

The meeting of the Heads of  various Commissions of our Province was held 
on 12th February 2025 at the Provincial House, Panbazar, Guwahati. The 

meeting focused on the need for a structured Province Plan and a review of 
ongoing initiatives. 

I opened the session with prayer and a welcome address, stressing that 
commissions should not merely exist in the Directory of the Province but 
should be actively functioning and contributing to the effectiveness in our 
apostolate. I encouraged commission heads to take forward their respective 

plans with commitment and vision. Fr. Bivan Rodrigues Mukhim SDB led a 
session on the importance of strategic planning and meticulous 
implemention of the same for success in our mission.  

Various commission heads next presented  reports and future plans of their 
respective commissions. The discussion which ensued focused on the 
challenges, exploring solutions,  identifying the objectives, mission, vision, 

and both short-term and long-term plans of the various commissions. 

In my concluding remarks, I thanked all commission heads for their 

commitment and encouraged their continued dedication to the Salesian 
mission. The meeting ended with a prayer. 
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BLESSING OF EXTENDED CHAPEL AT DBI, KHARGHULI 

On 19th February 2025, the extended chapel at Don Bosco Institute (DBI), 
Kharghuli, dedicated to St. Teresa of Kolkata, was solemnly blessed by His 

Grace John Moolachira, Archbishop of Guwahati. The expansion provides a 
more spacious setting for student prayer and worship. 

Archbishop Moolachira commended DBI for fostering faith in education and 
providing a nurturing space for spiritual growth. The blessing was followed 
by a solemn Holy Mass, which was officiated by His Grace and 
concelebrated by Rev. Fr. Bivan Rodrigues Mukhim, SDB, Vice Provincial, 
and Rev. Fr. Jayaprakash Anthonimuttu, SDB, other Priests of the DBI 
community and the youth of the institute. I thank Fr Cletus Sebastian and 

the community for investing in this much needed house of Prayer.  
 

PROVINCE CELEBRATES NEW PRIESTS’ DAY 2025. 

On 12th February 2025, we as a Province joyfully celebrated New Priests’ 
Day at the Provincial House, Panbazar, thanking God and felicitating the 
newly ordained priests: Fr. Jonas Kujur SDB, Fr. Cherak M. Sangma SDB, 
Fr. Kolombiya Rabha SDB, Fr. Birendra Dungdung SDB, Fr. Philemon 
Pumah SDB, Fr. Jecky G. Sangma SDB, and Fr. Jerbasius Xalxo SDB. 

The celebration began with an evening tea, followed by a Solemn Holy Mass 

in Mario Hall at 5:30 PM, with Fr. Kolombiya Rabha SDB as the main 
celebrant and a sermon by Fr. Jecky G. Sangma SDB, who emphasized 
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faithfulness and humility in priestly service. The Mass concluded with a vote 
of thanks by Fr. Philemon Pumah SDB. 

A felicitation programme followed, which included songs, video and 

messages. In my address I encouraged the new priests to embrace their 
mission with dedication and love for God and His People. Fr. Jonas Kujur 
SDB shared his vocational journey, expressing gratitude and seeking 
prayers. A short video presentation highlighted their formation journey 
before the evening concluded with a hymn to Don Bosco and a fellowship 
supper. I thank Fr Bivan Mukhim and Fr Charles Lakra and the community 

for seeing to all the arrangements for meaningful New Priests’ Day 
Celebration. We wish all our New Priests God’s choicest blessings as they 
begin their Priestly life.  
 

PAST PUPILS MEET AT DBCL, TURA. 

On 11th February 2025, the Don Bosco Centre for Learning, Tura, hosted 
the Past Pupils’ Meet of Tura region, with the view of strengthening their 
commitment and reaffirming the Salesian values instilled during their 
formative years.Fr. Jogesh B. Sangma, Principal of Don Bosco College 
Higher Secondary Section, welcomed the attendees, highlighting the role of 
past pupils in carrying forward Don Bosco’s mission. The gathering, graced 

by nine executive members and Salesian confreres, opened with a prayer by 
Fr. Andreas Panna, followed by an inspiring message from Fr. Januarius S. 
Sangma on the transformative power of education and service. 

Mr. Dipu N. Marak, President of the Garo Hills Region, presented the annual 
report, including updates on Don Bosco Alumni Sec. School at Dareng Agal, 
efficiently managed by past pupils which was followed by discussion on 

challenges and future prospects.  The meeting concluded with a prayer by 
former president Mr. Hilarius Ch. Sangma, followed by a fellowship tea. I am 

grateful to Fr Jogesh B. Sangma, the Province Delegate for Past Pupils for 
his efforts in strengthening and revitalising the Past Pupils units in the 
Province.  
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37TH ANNUAL CONFERENCE AT DOTMA PARISH  

The 37th Annual Conference of St. Francis Xavier Parish, Dotma, was held 
on 8th – 9th February 2025, with the theme "The Lord is my Rock" (Psalm 

18:2). Fr. Sebastian Edathumparambil, SDB, the Parish Priest and Rector, 
welcomed all the faithful and open the Annual Conference, it was followed 
by an inspiring talk by Fr. Matthew Kisku. The first day included with 
Confession, the Holy Eucharist presided over by Fr. Justin Narzary, SDB, a 
parish council delegate meeting, and a screening of The Face of the Faceless, 
a film on Blessed Rani Maria. 
 

The second day began with morning prayer and a flag-hoisting ceremony. 
Bishop Thomas Pulloppillil, D.D., was honored with cultural performances 

and a felicitation programme. The highlight was the Solemn Holy Eucharist, 
where the Bishop emphasized the Eucharist’s role in nurturing and 
nourishing faith. During the solemn Holy Eucharist 75 children received the 
First Holy Communion.  
 

ANNUAL SOBHA CUM CHARISMATIC RETREAT IN AMKACHI 
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The Annual Sobha cum Charismatic Retreat at Solaikunchi village, St. 
Paul’s Parish, Amkachi, on 8th–9th February 2025, was a deeply 
transformative experience for over 5,000 faithful. Led by Fr. Thaddeus 

Kujur, SDB, the retreat, themed “Encountering Jesus, the Divine Healer,” 
stirred hearts through powerful scriptural teachings, leading to spiritual 
renewal and healings. 

A key highlight was the Sacrament of Reconciliation, where priests guided 
the faithful toward forgiveness and healing. The Annual Sobha cum Retreat 
culminated in a solemn Holy Eucharist, celebrated by Fr. Joachim Pumah, 

the Parish Priest.  
 

GRAND CELEBRATION OF THE ANNUAL SOBHA AT ST. JOHN BOSCO 
PARISH, MENDAL 

The Annual Sobha at St. John Bosco Parish, Mendal, held from 30th 
January to 2nd February 2025, was a spiritually enriching four-day 
gathering that brought together thousands of faithful for prayer and , 

devotion, and community celebration. 

The Sobha began with an inspiring talk by Fr. Krebith Sangma, followed by 
the Holy Eucharist, led by Fr. Januarius S. Sangma, SDB, with over 1,000 
participants. Saturday featured enriching sessions by Fr. Salnes Sangma, 
Fr. Levio Sangma, and Mr. Joachim Marak, culminating in a Marian 

procession and Holy Mass celebrated by Fr. Linus Marak, attended by 2,000 
devotees. 

On Sunday, Fr. Albert T. Sangma, SDB, led a faith animation session, 
followed by the Holy Eucharist presided over by Rt. Rev. Andrew Marak, DD. 

The highlight was the administration of First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation to several young parishioners. The event concluded with a 
deep sense of spiritual renewal and communal joy. 
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NEW CHURCH BLESSED AND INAUGURATED AT BUDA PUJAHALIBASTI 

On 2nd February 2025, I along with Fr Jayaprakash, the Economer, joyfully 
inaugurated and 
blessed the newly 
constructed Holy 
Family Church at 
Bada Pujahalibasti, 

under Tangla Parish. 
The event witnessed a 
large gathering of 
faithful and Salesian 
priests. 

Made possible 

through the generous 
support of Miss 
Deborah Fitzgerald, 
the church’s inauguration was marked by a solemn Holy Mass, during 
which many children received their First Holy Communion. 

I urged the faithful to honour the sacred space by using it frequently for 

prayer and for growth in faith.  I commend Rev. Fr. Jeremias Tirkey SDB, 
Parish Priest and Fr Marcus Lakra for their  dedication in overseeing the 
church’s construction. 
 

FR  JOHNSON PARACKAL AWARDED PhD 

The Salesian Province of Guwahati congratulates Fr. (Dr.) Johnson Parackal, 
SDB, on earning his PhD for his thesis, “Educational Contribution of the 
Catholic Church in 
Northeast India: A 
Study of the Hill 

Districts of Assam.” 
Guided by Prof. 
Paul B. Chonzik at 
Assam University, 
Silchar, his 
research 

underscores the 
Church’s vital role 
in education in 
Northeast India. We wish him all the best as he continues to serve the 
Province as the Principal of Don Bosco College, Diphu. 
 

CONDOLENCES 

Our sincere condolences and assurance of prayerful support to; 

❖ Fr Daniel S Sangma at the sudden passing away of his paternal Uncle  

Mr Raphael R Marak on 12 February 2025. 
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❖ Fr Prasad Kalaparthy who lost his brother-in-law, Mr Mariadas on 13 

February 2025. 

❖ Provincial and confreres of INM at the demise of Fr. Francis Sebastian 

on 15 February 2025. 

❖ Provincial and confreres of INT at the unexpected passing away of Br. 

George Joseph on 28 February 2025. 

UPCOMING EVENTS  

❖ VOCATION CAMPS FOR POST-MATRIC BOYS 2025 

  

 

Yours sincerely in Don Bosco, 

 

Fr. Sebastian Mathew SDB 

Provincial 
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MARCH – 2025 

DATE DAY VICE PROVINCIAL       ECONOMER 

1 Saturday Barpeta Road Out of Station 

2 Sunday Bongaigaon Out of Station 

3 Monday Guwahati Out of Station 

4 Tuesday Guwahati Out of Station 

5 Wednesday Ash Wednesday (Ghy) - Jorapara Out of Station 

6 Thursday Installation of Rector, DBC Tura Out of Station 

7 Friday Installation of Rector, Garobadha Out of Station 

8 Saturday Installation of Rector, Shallang Out of Station 

9 Sunday Installation of Rector, Azara Out of Station 

10 Monday Guwahati - Diphu Out of Station 

11 Tuesday Installation of Rector, Haflong Out of Station 

12 Wednesday Guwahati Out of Station 

13 Thursday Guwahati Out of Station 

14 Friday Boko Out of Station 

15 Saturday Gojapara Out of Station 

16 Sunday Guwahati Out of Station 

17 Monday Guwahati – Snehalaya Dhirenpara               Bhootiachang 

18 Tuesday Dimapur Tangla 

19 Wednesday Zubza Novitiate Dimakuchi 

20 Thursday Dimapur Doomni 

21 Friday Guwahati Guwahati 

22 Saturday Guwahati – ADBU Azara Hostel Guwahati 

23 Sunday Guwahati Guwahati 

24 Monday Post-Matric Vocation - Sirajuli Halflong 

25 Tuesday Post-Matric Vocation - Sirajuli Sojong 

26 Wednesday Post-Matric Vocation - Sirajuli Satgaon 

27 Thursday Post-Matric Vocation - Sirajuli Baithalangso 

28 Friday Guwahati – ADBU Tapesia Hostel Amkachi 

29 Saturday Guwahati - Maligaon Umswai 

30 Sunday Guwahati Guwahati 

31 Monday Amguri Guwahati 


