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1 NOVEMBER 2024 

Dear Confreres, 

Greetings from Don Bosco Provincial House, Guwahati! 

The month of November opens with the Solemnity of All Saints, followed by 
the All Souls Day which commemorates the souls of the departed.  These 
two liturgical celebrations draw attention to the mystery of life and death in 
the life of every disciple of Christ. In the feast of All Saints we celebrate the 
holiness of the church and the communion of saints, while in the All Souls, 

we recall our obligations to pray for the deceased, particularly those whom 
we have known, so that they may be made worthy of eternal life with God. 
Let us examine these two spiritual events at greater depth.   
 

THE ALL SAINTS DAY 

The Solemnity of All Saints, celebrated on November 1st, is one of the 
significant solemnities in the Catholic church in which we honour all the 
saints, known and unknown, who are deemed worthy to be with God in 
heaven. It is a day the church celebrates on earth the joy of the resurrection 
enjoyed by all those who have been glorified. The saints of the church reflect 
the holiness of the church, and we recall and celebrate with gratitude their 
example of holiness, in many instances, their heroic courage and witness to 
the faith, their exemplary life of charity and faithfulness to the gospel. The 

saints belong to all age groups and times, nationalities and cultures. But 
they are united in their outstanding life of fidelity to Christ and the gospel. 
Their example of faith, virtue and holiness are a legacy that the church 
presents to the faithful for imitation.  
 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The origins of All Saints‟ Day may be traced to the early centuries of 
Christianity when Christians commemorated the martyrs who had died for 
their faith during the Roman persecutions. Due to the sheer number of 
martyrs and the kind of death they encountered, it became difficult 
todocument all evidence needed about many of them. Popular devotions and 
local customs helped to foster the cult of many of the early saints who laid 
down their lives in martyrdom.  

The observance of a feast to commemorate all the saints, especially to 

honour the many martyrs,arose in the church as a common feast. In the 

Roman church November 1 was adopted for this feast  in the eighth century. 

Later in the ninth century, Pope Gregory IV extended this celebration to the 

entire Latin church.  
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SIGNIFICANCE AND TRADITIONS 

As we are aware, the Solemnity of All Saints is a holy day of obligation, 
which requires that all the faithful to attend Mass. The gospel reading for 
the day recalls the Beatitudes, which is the kernel of the gospel, and living a 
life rooted in its precepts is the sure path to sanctity as lived and 
bequeathed to us by the saints.  

The faithful are encouraged to reflect on the lives of the saints and to seek 
their intercession. 

The central themes of All Saints‟ Day is the “communion of saints.” This 
doctrine emphasizes the spiritual solidarity between the faithful on earth, 
the souls in purgatory, and the saints in heaven. The church continues to 
be the Body of Christ of which we are the members. 

In the Credo we recall that the church is One, Holy, Catholic and Apostolic. 
The church celebrates its unity and oneness in Christ as the mystical body 
and bride of Christ. She expresses her holiness through the lives of the 
saints and holy men and women, who offer heroic witness to the gospel.  
The catholicity of the church finds expression in her universality in space 
and time as the sacrament of salvation for all peoples. The church manifests 
its apostolic identity through tracing back to the apostolic tradition and as 
one sent by the Father and Christ on mission.  
 

CALL TO HOLINESS  

The Feast of All Saints reminds us of the great treasury of the church‟s 
holiness as manifested in the numerous saints from all times, places and 
circumstances. They are called the great „Cloud of Witnesses‟ of the church 
and models of faith, hope, charity and other evangelical virtues. In 

honouring them the church not only acknowledges their witness, but also 
points out to all the faithful the sure path to holiness. Their lives manifest 
and encourage us too of how God‟s grace can transform our lives and 
encourage us to seek holiness. On this feast day we celebrate the lives of 
those who have gone before us tracing the path of sanctity, who serve as 
models of faith and virtue. By honouring all the saints in unison, the church 
acknowledges the diverse ways that lead to holiness and how God‟s grace 
and the intercession of the saints can transform all Christians to live the 
gospel and seek holiness. 
 

DON BOSCO AND SALESIAN HOLINESS 

It has been nearly 150 years since Don Bosco died, and in this brief period, 
the Salesian Family has over 115 Saints, Blesseds, Venerables, and 
Servants of God. These men and women come from all walks of life, but all 
are part of the Salesian way, Don Bosco‟s way, doing little things for God 
with great joy and simplicity.  

The Salesian spirituality is a way of living community life and of becoming 
saints. Sanctity is not something we claim, but it is a gratuitous 
participation in God‟s holiness and is, therefore, a gift of grace. The Salesian 
Constitutions tells us that the Holy Spirit raised up St John Bosco in the 
church for the salvation of the youth. (C.1). So are all the Salesian saints: 
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they too are raisedby Godto the altars through the public acknowledgment 

of the church. They are all testimony to God‟s grace working in the lives of 
individuals who have responded to the call to holiness. 
 

SALESIANS ‘BE SAINTS’ 

We have frequently heard this expression, „Salesians, be saints,  inviting and 
exhorting Salesians to seek holiness of life. This is not merely a slogan, but 
a call to respond to the call God extends to and instils in everyone. Our 
Constitutions Article 1 further states: “The church has acknowledged God‟s 
hand in this, especially by approving our Constitutions and by proclaiming 
our Founder a saint”.Don Bosco entrusted our Society in a special way to 
Mary, whom he made its principal patroness, as well as to St Joseph and to 
St Francis de Sales, the zealous pastor and doctor of charity. We hold in 
veneration as special protectors St Dominic Savio, a sign of the wonders that 

grace can achieve in adolescents, and the other glorified members of our 
Family” (C. 9). By raising Don Boscoto the altars, the church not only 
acknowledges his sanctity, but presents to us his spirituality as a sure path 
towards our own holiness.  

Each of the Salesian saints is a proof that Salesian spirituality and way of 
life are unmistakeable paths to holiness. According to Art 25 of our 
Constitutions, the most precious gift that the Salesians can give to the 
youth is our holiness.Don Bosco‟s Oratory was like a lovely garden of 
sanctity of many flowers. In his biography of Dominic Savio, Don Bosco 
remarked that there were many other young boys in his Oratory who were of 
outstanding holiness like Savio.  

Together with the Salesian saints who are raised to the altars, we also 
celebrate the witness of Salesian holiness lived out in exemplary way by 

many Salesians whom we have known. “Faith in the risen Christ sustains 
our hope and keeps alive our communion with our brothers who rest in 
Christ‟s peace. They have spent their lives in the Congregation, and some 
have suffered even to the point of martyrdom for love of the Lord” (C. 94). 

In our communities let us foster devotion to the saints by commemorating 
their feasts and  presenting their lives as examples to the young. We can 
create an environment of holiness through various devotions, promoting 
books and movies, displaying pictures and statues of saints that remind the 
young of these models of holiness they too can strive to imitate. During the 
Mass and Good Night talks let us briefly tell them about the saint of the day.  
Praying the Litany of the Saints, helping families and children to choose 
appropriate saints as their patron saints are also good practices we can 
foster.  
 

ALL SOULS’ DAY: A DAY OF REMEMBRANCE AND PRAYER 

All Souls‟ Day, observed on November 2nd, comes immediately after the 
commemoration of the Saints. It is a day dedicated to remembering and 
praying for the souls of the faithful departed. The observance of All Souls‟ 
Day reflects the church‟s belief in the communion of saints and the 
importance of intercessory prayers for souls in purgatory. 
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The day affirms belief in purgatory, a state of purification for those who have 

died in God‟s grace but still need to be purified before entering heaven. The 
day also emphasises the power of intercessory prayer for the deceased, and 
the close relationship between the church Militant (the faithful on earth) and 
the church Penitent (the souls in purgatory) and the church Triumphant 
(the saints in heaven). 
 

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND 

The origins of All Souls‟ Day can be traced back to the early Christian 
practice of praying for the dead. The formal establishment of a specific day 
for this purpose is attributed to St. Odilo, the abbot of Cluny, in the 10th 
century. Soon the observance spread to the whole of the West.  
 

SIGNIFICANCE OF ALL SOULS DAY 

While All Saints‟ Day honours those who have attained heaven, All Souls‟ 
Day is dedicated to those who are still undergoing purification in purgatory. 
The feast marks the teaching of the church on the afterlife and the process 
of sanctification and the communion of the church on earth, heaven and 
those who are in purgatory. 

The church teaches us thatthe prayers of the living can aid the souls in 
purgatory, bring them succour and help to attain the beatific vision of God 
in heaven. We offer Holy Masses for the Souls in purgatory. Families visit 
cemeteries and graves of loved ones, decorating them with flowers and 
candles and pray the Rosary and other prayers for the Souls of their dear 
departed ones. These practices underscore the belief in the resurrection and 
the hope of eternal life. 

Lighted candles on the graves of their loved ones in cemeteries symbolises 
the light of Christ and the hope of eternal life. In some countries and 
cultures, the All Souls Day is also a time of family re-union when all the 
members of the family come together to remember their parents and other 
deceased members. This helps to foster unity and fellowship of the family 
through prayer and other devotions and sharing of family meals and time of 
togetherness.  

All Souls‟ Day is much loved by our people especially as it is a profound 
expression of the Catholic faith in the afterlife, the efficacy of prayer, and the 
hope of resurrection. It is a day when people appreciate the opportunity the 
church offers to remember and pray for their dear  departed, to reflect on 
the mysteries of life and death, and to reaffirm the belief in the communion 
of saints.  
 

SALESIAN OBSERVANCE 

Don Bosco‟s primary goalin all his pastoral and educative projects was the 
salvation of the young. This is so beautifully expressed in his motto: “Give 
me souls, take away the rest.”   “The „da mihi animas” continues to inspire 
us. It is the distinguishing characteristic of our vocation and all our 
apostolic endeavours. Don Bosco used the Feast of the All Souls as a great 
opportunity for catechesis of the young on the mystery of life and death and 
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the hope of eternity. We too can continue this wonderful tradition of making 

use of the commemoration as a pedagogic moment. 

There are many ways in which our communities and centres can promote 

the All Souls Day and observance of the whole month of November. We can 

encourage the young people and our parishioners to pray for the deceased in 

their families, visit the cemeteries, pray for the deceased Salesian Family 

members, teachers and past pupils they have known. We should also 

encourage praying of the Rosary for this intention and the frequent use of 

invocations such as “Eternal rest Grant unto them O Lord, may the souls of 

the departed through the mercy of God rest in Peace.”  

NEWS AND  EVENTS 

INTER PROVINCE QUINQUENNIUM OF ING AND IND HELD AT DBPH 

The Inter Provincial Junior Priests‟ Meeting for the Guwahati (ING) and 
Dimapur (IND) Provinces took place at Don Bosco Provincial House, 
Guwahati, from October 10-13, 2024, with 45 young Salesian priests and 
brothers in attendance. The gathering provided a meaningful setting for 
spiritual reflection, practical insights, sharing and fellowship. 

 

The meeting began with an Opening Prayer by Fr. Joseph Bara, SDB, 
followed by a welcome from Fr. Bivan Rodrigues Mukhim, Vice Provincial of 
Guwahati. Rev. Fr. K.P. Paul, SDB, gave the keynote address, inspiring 
renewed missionary commitment among the participants. 

Morning prayer and the Eucharist, led by Fr. George Plathottam, Secretary 
of the Federation of Asian Bishops' Conferences, set a reflective tone for the 
second day. Fr. Plathottam led sessions on “Communication, Synodality, 
and Ecclesiology of Pope Francis” and “Towards Full Presence: Pastoral 
Reflection on Social Media.” In the afternoon, Fr. Devasia Vazhayil, SDB, 
spoke on “Charism in Ministry,” and the day concluded with Eucharistic 
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Adoration and a sharing session where priests reflected on their experiences 

in ministry. 

The third day began with Eucharist celebrated by Fr. Sebastian Kuricheal, 
Provincial of Guwahati, followed by sessions on the “Salesian Youth 
Movement” led by Fr. Bivan and a continuation of Fr. Vazhayil‟s insights on 
charism. Another experience-sharing session fostered fraternity and support 
among the priests. 

On the final day, Fr. Deli Kapani, Vice Provincial of Dimapur, celebrated the 
Eucharist, and Fr. Vazhayil led a closing session on balancing pastoral 
duties with personal growth. The gathering concluded in Mario Hall, with Fr. 
Sebastian Kuricheal encouraging the young priests toward selfless service. 
Fr. Gabriel Ngouning Jacob offered a vote of thanks, and the event 
concluded with a hymn to Don Bosco, symbolizing their renewed 
commitment to the Salesian mission. 
 

PROVINCE COMMUNITY DAY 2024 CELEBRATED  

On October 31, 2024, the Salesian Province of Mary Help of Christians, 
Guwahati, celebrated Province Community Day under the theme “Walking in 
the Footsteps of Don Bosco: A Call to Holiness” at Don Bosco Provincial 
House. The event commenced with arrivals and tea at 9:00 AM, followed by 
the inauguration at Mario Hall, led by MC Fr. Anmol Soreng, SDB. 

The program began with a hymn to the Holy Spirit sung by the young 
Salesians, followed by the lighting of the lamp by Provincial Fr Sebastian 
Kuricheal, Fr Jose Varickassseril , Fr Marcus Lakra, Fr Abraham Kanattu, 
and Fr Thomas Anikuzhikattil. Fr Sebastian Ishorary, SDB, read from the 
Bible (John 15:12-17), after which Fr Francis Kalariparambil, SDB, led the 
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prayer. Fr Sebastian Kuricheal, SDB, the Provincial, delivered the welcome 

speech, setting a positive tone for the day. 

The highlight of the day was the inspiring animation talk by Rev. Fr Jose 
Varickasseril, SDB, a professor at Sacred Heart Theological College, 
Shillong, on the theme of the day, “ Walking in the Footsteps of Don Bosco: 
A Call to Holiness”. Following a coffee break, the felicitation program 
commenced, hosted by Fr Pradeep Ekka, SDB, including an opening song by 
the brothers and a presentation by Fr Romanus Barwa, SDB. Fr Ethelbert 
Minj, SDB, shared insights as a Provincial Counsellor. 

The day‟s spiritual highlight was the Holy Eucharist celebrated at St. 
Joseph's Co-cathedral, with Fr Sebastian Kuricheal, SDB, as the main 
celebrant. Young Salesians led the mass singing, while Fr Vincent Xalxo, 
SDB, and Fr Paul Minj, SDB, contributed to the readings and prayers. 

The celebration concluded with a cake-cutting ceremony and a fraternal 
meal at the Provincial House Refectory, fostering unity and camaraderie 
among participants, echoing the sentiment that living and working together 
is fundamental to the Salesian vocation (Constitutions no. 49). 
 

FOUNDATION STONE LAID FOR DB BOYS’ HOSTEL, BHOOTEACHANG 

The foundation stone for the Don Bosco Boys‟ Hostel at Bhooteachang under 
Tangla Parish was blessed in a simple but solemn ceremony led by Rev. Fr. 
Sebastian Kuricheal, SDB, Provincial of the Salesians. The blessing took 
place in the presence of Rev. Fr. Jayaprakash, SDB, Economer, Rev. Fr. 
Jeremias Tirkey, SDB, Parish Priest of Tangla, Fr. Ethelbert Minj, SDB, 
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Provincial Councillor, and a gathering of Salesian priests, sisters, and 

students, who witnessed the historic moment. 

 

Currently, the school hosts its male students in the main school building, 
utilizing an old vocational building as the refectory. The new boys' hostel will 
provide improved facilities for male students, offering them a dedicated 
space for residence and growth. The girls of the school are already 
accommodated in a hostel run by the Sisters of St. Ann‟s of Luzern. 
 
 

TRAINING FOR GARO VILLAGE CATECHISTS HELD AT SATGAON 

A three-day training for Garo village catechists from Diphu Diocese took 
place at Mary Help of Christians Church, Satgaon, West Karbi Anglong, 
Assam, from October 25-27, 2024. Inaugurated by Fr. Abraham Kanattu, 
Rector of Sojong, the program emphasized the example of St. Paul, urging 
catechists to imitate his dedication to prayer, gratitude, and service. Fr. 
Kanattu encouraged the catechists to see their mission as divinely chosen, 
citing Philippians 1:3-11 for inspiration. 

 
 

Key sessions covered “Tenets of Faith,” “The Liturgical Year” by Fr. Charles 
Sangma, “Synodality” by Fr. Albert Thyrniang, and the “Pauline Methods of 

Preaching” by Fr. Justin Arul Chinnaparaj. Sr. Isabella S. Sangma later 
joined as a resource person. With 49 catechists from across the diocese 
participating, the program concluded with a valedictory ceremony. Four 
catechists—Subash Marak, Amar Marak, Probhat Marak, and Gabriel 
Sangma—were honored for over 25 years of service. Rt. Rev. Paul Mattekat, 
Bishop of Diphu, and Fr. Thyrniang praised their commitment to 
strengthening faith in Northeast India. The event included prayers, Masses, 
and rosaries, fostering a deeply spiritual experience. 
 

DBC, TURA HOSTS INDO-BANGLA CULTURAL YOUTH CAMP 

Don Bosco College, Tura, inaugurated a seven-day Indo-Bangla Cultural 
Youth Camp on October 7, 2024, welcoming delegates from Bangladesh to 

celebrate cultural exchange. The event featured Chief Guest Shri Nikman 
Ch. Marak, Deputy Chief Executive of the Garo Hills Autonomous District 
Council, and Guest of Honour Mr. Mankin from Caritas Mymensingh, 
Bangladesh. The inaugural program included a prayer song by students and 
ceremonial lamp lighting, attended by Fr. Januarius S. Sangma, the 
Principal, Fr. Bivan Mukhim, Dr. Barbara S. Sangma, and a delegate from 
Bangladesh. Dr. Barbara S. Sangma delivered the opening speech, 
emphasizing the event‟s significance. 
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The program showcased folk songs, speeches from the Principal and Vice 

Provincial, and a musical interlude by teachers, creating a festive 
atmosphere. [ 

Mr. Mankin highlighted the importance of cultural collaboration, while Shri 
Nikman Ch. Marak officially opened the camp, encouraging meaningful 
exchanges throughout the week. 

The camp concluded on October 13, 2024, after a week filled with vibrant 
cultural performances and collaborative discussions. Participants from both 
India and Bangladesh celebrated their rich cultural heritage, fostering 
friendships and understanding between the nations. The event was a 
resounding success, leaving attendees energized and united. 
 

INAUGURATION OF NEW FACILITIES AT DON BOSCO SCHOOL, DAMRA 

On 5th October 2024, the newly constructed basketball court and the 
extension of the school building at Don Bosco Secondary School, Damra, 
Colzani Memorial, were blessed and inaugurated. Fr. Sebastian Kuricheal, 

SDB, Provincial, led the blessing 
and inauguration ceremony in the 
presence of Fr. KJ Francis, Rector 
and Parish Priest, Br Nirmal Ekka 
Principal, Colzani Memorial Don 
Bosco Secondary School, Fr. Albert 
T. Sangma, Headmaster of Don 

Bosco High School, Fr. Francis Xavier 

Lakra, Assistant Headmaster, the 
Superior, Sisters, Parish Council 
Members, staff, and students. A short 
cultural program added to the joy and 
vibrancy of the celebration, marking 
the special occasion. 
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CONCERT AT BOSCO MOUNT ‘DREAM THAT MAKES YOU DREAM’ 

From 3rd to 5th October 2024, the Community of Bosco Mount, Rongkhon, 
staged an inspiring musical concert titled 'Dream that Makes You Dream' to 
commemorate the 200th anniversary of St. John Bosco‟s famous dream. The 
concert was a vibrant showcase of musical talent by the young and aspiring 
students of Bosco Mount, whose performances captured the spirit of Don 
Bosco‟s vision for the youth. The event was filled with melodies and energy, 
reflecting the dreams and aspirations of the participants, making it a fitting 
tribute to the legacy of St. John Bosco. 

SEVEN ING DEACONS GRADUATE FROM SHTC, SHILLONG 

On 24th October 2024, Seven Deacons from the Salesian Province of 
Guwahati (ING) graduated from Sacred Heart Theological College, Shillong, 
after successfully completing their Bachelor in Theology (BTh). The Province 
extended heartfelt congratulations to the Deacons on this significant 

milestone in their formation journey. We wish them the best as they prepare 
for their ordination.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

CONDOLENCES AND PRAYERS 

Our sincere condolences and assurance of prayerful support to; 

 Fr Batholomeow Marak at the sudden passing away of his younger 

brother Mr Angelus Marak on 6 October. 

 Fr Joseph Teron who lost his uncle, Mr Josper Timung on 6 October. 

 Fr Sebastian Ishorary at the passing away of his aunty Sr Leena 

Isorary MSMHC on 17 October at Jyoti Bhavan, Tezpur. 
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 Fr V A Cyriac who lost his eldest sister Mrs Pennamma Simon on 26 

October. 

 Provincial and confreres of INC at the demise of Br. Kuttamplackal 

Thomas (KJ Thomas) on 29 October. 

 Provincial and confreres of INP at the unexpected passing away of Fr 

Lino Lopes on 30 October. 
 

UPCOMING MAJOR EVENTS 

Vocation Camp for class VI passed to Class VII ARE on the following dates 
and venues; 
 

 

CONCLUSION 

We have spend the month of Holy Rosary by reciting the Rosary  more 
devoutly and prayerfully. By imitating the virtues  of Our Blessed Mary and 
honouring her daily in our life will  help us to  live our consecration more 
serenely and joyfully. As we  begin month of November  which is dedicated 
to the Holy souls, let us keep in mind all the souls who have gone to the 
eternal reward may enjoy the fullness of life in heaven.    

 

Yours sincerely in Don Bosco, 

 

Fr. Sebastian Mathew SDB 

Provincial 
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NOVEMBER - 2024 

DATE DAY PROVINCIAL VICE PROVINCIAL ECONOMER 

1 Fri All Saints Day YMD Meeting, Goa All Saints Day 

2 Sat All Souls Day – Uzanbazar YMD Meeting, Goa All Souls Day – Uzanbazar 

3 Sun Rongkhon – Bosco Mount YMD Meeting, Goa Rongkhon – Bosco Mount 

4 Mon Garobadha YMD Meeting, Goa Garobadha 

5 Tue Don Bosco School – DBCL YMD Meeting, Goa Don Bosco School – DBCL 

6 Wed Jorapar, Mendal Guwahati Joropara, Mendal 

7 Thu Shallang Guwahati Shallang 

8 Fri Rongjeng – Guwahati Boko Rongjeng - Guwahati 

9 Sat GB – BRO Gojapara GB Meeting BRO 

10 Sun Umswai Guwahati Guwahati 

11 Mon Amkachi Guwahati Guwahati 

12 Tue Baithalangso – Sojong Guwahati Guwahati 

13 Wed Guwahati Guwahati Guwahati 

14 Thu Tangla DBHEI, Sonada Guwahati 

15 Fri Sashipur – Kumarikatta DBHEI, Sonada Guwahati 

16 Sat Guwahati DBHEI, Sonada Guwahati 

17 Sun Borogaon  Guwahati Guwahati 

18 Mon  Guwahati Guwahati 

19 Tue  Guwahati Guwahati 

20 Wed  Guwahati Guwahati 

21 Thu  Guwahati Guwahati 

22 Fri Satgaon Satgaon, Youth Programme Guwahati 

23 Sat  Satgaon, Youth Programme Guwahati 

24 Sun Bengtol Guwahati Bengtol 

25 Mon Ouguri, Malivita ADMA Animation, Mendal Ouguri 

26 Tue Kokrajhar ADMA Animation, Rongkhon Kokrajhar 

27 Wed Amguri Guwahati Amguri 

28 Thu Council Meeting Council Meeting Council Meeting 

29 Fri  Guwahati Guwahati Dimapur 

30 Sat Haflong Haflong Dimapur 


